VOL. III No. 35 b > sf 


Critical digest 


The Weekly Newsletter Digest of the Current New York Theatre Scene 
New York Openings This Week 


Stalag 17-48th St.Theatre, 5/8/51. Matinee opening of Jose Ferrer's production 
of comedy melodrama by Donald Bevan and Fdmund Trzcinski. With John Ericson, Robert 
Strauss, Harvey Lembeck and Laurence Hugo. Directed by Mr. Ferrer.+.Dream Girl-City 
Center, 5/9/51. New York City Center Company presentation of Flmer Rice play with 
Judy Holliday, Don Desore. Morton Da Costa directed, 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on back page 


The Little Blue Light-ANTA Playhouse, 4/29/51. Edmund Wilson's pley, presented 
by Quintus Productions as part of ANTA subscription series, promises to be the most 
controversial of season, Chapman, News, was sole daily reviewer to recommend it. © 
The script has more originality and intelligent talk than any play this season, he 
commenteds Wilson, like Shaw, isn't afraid to have intelligent talk as enterteain- 
ments Most critics rated Burgess Meredith's performance as the best of his career, 
Critics generally rated supporting cast of Melvyn Douglas, Arlene Francis, Martin 
Gabel and Peter Cookson as worthy. But they differed widely on merits of ideas and 
script. Times reviewer found many provocative, intelligent ideas ona variety of 
Subjects, but he feared that Wilson, like Henry dames, just can't write a playe 
Critics of Post, ‘jorld Telegram & Sun, Hegle and \iomen's Wear also found many worth 
while themes, but didn't think enough of the dramatic substance to okay ite CGole- 
man, Mirror, pondered how long ANTA master minds will give critics "flubub" at $40 
per season, and on Sunday nights, yet. Garland, Journal American, praised cast, but 
couldn't take proceedings seriouslye He enjoyed. ANTA dividend performance of Blanche 
Yurka better. The author is reported to have complained of unauthorized cuts in 
script. ANTA has received cancellations of subscriptions from Catholics who consi- 
der the play offensive, reports Kilgallen, Journal American. 


Gramercy Ghost-Moroscd, 4/26/Fle Time, Newsweek, Néw Yorker and Variety cri- 
tics panned John Cecil Holm'’s humorous ghost story starring Sarah Churchill. While 
Francis, Billboard, considered it a pleasant enough springboard for some fine acting 
by Churchill, Robert Sterling and Richard Waring. Gibbs, New Yorker, could have told 
the same story in 28 minut es and still had some dull spots, The theatre opening 
night, he complained, was chilled to the approximate climate of a gravee Hobe, Va- 
riety, suggested the author could have used an expert editors Dull-witted, snail~ 
paced was Time man's comment. Critics applauded efforts of cast. 


A-Tree Grows In Brooklyn-alvin, 4/19/51... Betty Smith-George Abbott musical ver~ 
sion of Miss Smith's best. seller, didn't win favor of George Jean Nathan, Marshall, 
Nation, or Brown, Satunday Review, but Beaufort, Christian Science Monitor, found it 
a pleasant, calculatedly sentimental musical, Aside from a certain amount of sug- 

' gestiveness and the brothel scene, he praised all departments, All praised Shirley 
Booth in her first musical comedy role, Nathan thought dreary second half overe 
shadowed gay first half. Marshall found it merely tiresome and slow. While Brown 
was disappointed that arp and merit of book got lost in the translation. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


A dozen featured Broadway players quit their shows for London, Hellywood sum- 
mer stock and home on June 2. Theatre record books are filled with hundreds of 
examples where plays and musicals have folded as the result of selfish indulgence by 
the stars. Chapman, News, has been urging managers for years to sign the entire 
cast to run-of-play contracts, Some day the play, not the star, will really be the 
thing. 
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‘ A Key to NYC Criticism At A Glance ' 
1, NY Times 11, Women's Wear Daily Zi. Freeman 
2. NY Herald Tribune 12. Wall Street Journal 22, Commonweal 
30 NY News 13, Journal of Commerce 236 Cue 
4, NY Mirror 14, George Jean Nathan 24, Chr.Science Monitor 
Se Ni Compass 15. Ward Morehouse 25, Sat. Review Lit. 
6. NY Post 16, Morning Telegraph 260 Newsweek 
72 NY Journal American 17. Variety 270 Time 
8. World Telegram & Sun 18, Billboard 28, Nation 
Brvuoklyn Eagle 19, Theatre Arts 29. New Republic 
10, Nowark News 20. New Leader 30. New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if they think they will be 
hitse "“So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening. 


AFFAIRS OF STATE-Music Box, 9/25/50. Prot 2-3-4-5-7-8-13-17-18-27-30. 
Cont 
THE AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet, 3/7/51. Prot 2-3-7-8-9-13-16-23-26-27-28-30, So-So: 22, 
Cont 
BELL, BOOK AND CANDLE-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 23 votes. Cont 2-6-15-17-19-20-22, 
BILLY BUDD=Biltmore, 2/10/51. Prot 
Cont 
CALL ME MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: a3 votes. Con: 1819-28-29, So-So: 3, 
None: 16-21, 
THE COUNTRY GIRL-Lyc eum, oF 50. Prot 23 votes» Cont 4-8-14-27+28-30, Nones 21, 
DARKNESS AT NOON-Royale, 1/13/51. Prot 16 votes» Cont 1-14-17=19-22-24-26-29, 
So-Sot 5£12-13-23. None: 25-28. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES-Ziegfeld, 12/8/50. Pro: 21 votese Cons 6-28. 
So=Sot 14-18-22-23-27, Nonet 21-25, 
GUYS AND DOLLS-46th St»Theatre, 11/24/50. Prot 29 votes. Gons 28. 
THE HAPPY TIME-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 20 votes. Cont 5=6-15-19-26-27-28-30, 
Nonet 10-21, 
THE KING AND I-St.James, 3/29/51. Prot 26 votes» Cont 28. None: 19-20-21, 
KISS ME KATE-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes, Cont 29. Nonet 21-28. 
MAKE A WiSH-Winter Garden, 4/18/51. Pro: 2-3-4-7-8-9-10-11-17-18-26. 
Cont 1-5-6-23-27-306 
THE MOON IS BLUB-Miller, 3/8/51. Prot 1-2-3-4-5=6-7~8-9-10-11-12-13-15-16-17-18-20- 
22-23=26-27-30. Cont 14. 
OUT OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot 4=5-6-7-8-10-11-13-23-29-30. So-Sot 2. 
Gont 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51. Prot 17 votes, Cont 4-6-7-14-19-21-24-25-27> 
So-Sot 8, None: 12-20-22. 
SEASON IN THE SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Prot 19 votes, Cont 9-11-20-24-28. So-so8 10, 
Nonet 7-13-15-26-21. 
SOUTH PACIFIC-Majestic, 4/8/49. Prot 
Cons So-So8 23, 
SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY-Booth, 3/14/51. Prot Cont 
2327-28430, So-So: 1-5, 
A TREE GROWS IN BROOKLYN-Alvin, 4/19/5lo Prot 
Gont 2-7918=27, 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Prot 20 votes» Cont 5-24-28. 
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CRITICS & FLOPS..sMany of the flops of the 20's and 30's would be the masterpieces 
of today, believes British drama critic J.C. Trewin, Stage reports. Flops 
which nothing on earth can save; plays that flop the first time they are pro- 
duced, but are successes later; and plays which are flops but win the audience's 
affection -- were the three types discussed, Critics go to theatre hoping to 
see a great play, not a flop. 


COLUMN TIPSseeMarc Connelly may be Herald Tribune critic, whispers Lyons...Newspaper 
editors convention pushed speculator price of Guys and Dolls tickets to $140 a 
pair, informs Winchell...Several Broadway producers seriously considering 7300 
PM curtain, hears Kilgallen. 


EXPAND EQUITY THEATRE..sIf Equity could expand its community project program, an ex~ 
cellent. means would be provided for utilizing talent to enrich culture of city 
and at the same time give an actor an opportunity to balance his budget, recom- 
mends NY Times editorial. i/arm support to Equity Library Theatre's current 
fund-raising campaign is urged. 


PICKING PLAYSe«..Original reception, promotion and word of mouth are combined factors 
that most theatre goers use in picking their plays, surmises Hawkins, JT&S. 
All the fancy names, prizes and awards can do little more than point out whether 
or not it is your type of play...Arthur Cantor will conduct ten week survey 
among patrons of The Moon Is Blue via questionnaires inserted in Playbill, to 
determine play-going and reading habits. 


THEATRE FINANCE LESSON...Closing of Oyt Of This World after 220 performances offers 
discouraging and complicated example of modern theatre finance, explains 
Sylvester, Newse Backers have received 50 per cent of investment and show has 
more than $50,000 in advance orders. Musical needs $33,000 a week to operate, 
but the producers fear this figure could not be met during the summer months. 
The show can't be moved, because the scenery was built especially for the 
Centurye Any more questions? 


BROADWAY GAGS..eAngels must be using folding money, so many shows are closing, says 
George Shearing to Gardner, Herald Tribunes,,An El Morocco bar standee described 
martinis during daylight as "Darkness At Noon" repeats Lyons. 


THEATRE MUSEUM URGED...Vital need of separate museum for American Theatre discussed 
by Blum, Theatre World and Hawkins, WTéS on ABC-TV Faye Emerson. The theatre 
items now housed in separate collections, like Blum's doll collection, and the 
ten public museums, should be assembled in one place, Problem is not only ori- 
ginal finance, but continued upkeep. 


HOW TO WRITE FARCE...Farce, like all plays, must create, in audience, some basis for 
initial belief, lectures Burr, Playbill. Playwright should concentrate on ace 
tivities that are in themselves logical, so that with one accepted inversion he 
ean turn them topsy~-turvy and make them hilarious, Then he must continue to ad= 
here rigidly to the logic rising from the inversion, 


Theatre News Round Up ' 


Shows that closed include Out Of This World, Springtime for Henry..William 
Hawkins, WTr&S, “elected” Drama Desk president for coming season.,,"The Outer Circle" 
picked Billy Budd as best play and Guys and Dolls as best musical of season...Ward 
Morehouse, WT&S, cut short London visit because of mother's death...Danton Walker, 
Hy Gardner and Yarl Wilson may sub for WMCA Barry Grey while he is in Europe, 


Green Room Department ' 
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